














‘The Living Farmland
- A Guide To Farming
With Nature In Clare’.

5 euro from rural Resource
Development 061 361144
www.rrd.ie

This beautifully
written and illustrat-
ed book includes
profiles of nine
farmers who have
successfully incor-
porated environ-
mental manage-
ment into their
farming enterpris-
es.

Among the top-
ics covered by the book are
hedge laying and native tree planting,
the creation of man-made ponds to
facilitate freshwater habitats, the man-
agement of invasive species like mink
and the zebra mussel, the introduction
of measures aimed at protecting species
such as Lesser Horseshoe Bats and
Barn Owls, and the protection of sites
of archaeological and heritage impor-
tance.

The book also highlights common
environmental issues confronted by
farmers, including greenhouse gases,
water quality and agricultural wastes,
along with opportunities in renewable
energy technologies.

"'It’s Part of

What We Are’

by Charles Mollan. Royal
Dublin Society (RDS) 2007
ISBN 978-0-86027-055-3

A recent publication by the Royal
Dublin Society demonstrates that the
Irish are historically very good at sci-
ence. In two volumes (1,875 pages), it
contains over 100 biographies of dead
Irish scientists, or scientists with strong
Irish connections, who made useful
contributions to the development of the
chemical and physical sciences over
the last 300 years. The publication
deals mainly with astronomy, chem-

istry, mathematics and physics but it is
written for the general audience rather
than the scientific reader. The book
considers its subjects as people and not
just as scientists. The author describes
them warts and all, placing them in the
context of Irish (and to a lesser extent
international) scientific, educational,
social and political history. Largely
overlooked in Irish historical studies,
these people demonstrated remarkable
ability at a time when there was little

i encouragement for scientific endeav-

our. It adds a previously under-
valued dimension of yet anoth-
er aspect of our heritage.

The publication can be
ordered directly from the RDS at
a substantially reduced cost of
€60.00 (not including postage

and packaging).www.rds.ie

Draft Sustainable
Residential
Development

Guidelines.
An Taisce’s Submission.

See www.antaisce.org
The housing stock in Ireland has more
than doubled in the past decade but

i despite the best efforts of some local

authjorities it clearly was just not good
enough and there have been some very
poor results. Large extensions to small
villages have been characterless, urban
development has been unsympathetic
to existing townscapes, layouts have
worked against walkability. The build-

i ings themselves are also often poorly
i designed with inadequate levels of

insulation and few features to help
home owners reduce their use of
scarce resources, energy and water or
to assist them in recycling. The new
minister for the environment is propos-
ing a new set of guidelines with a view
to changing this situation and An
Taisce has made a submission which
can be viewed on the website

It was noted that, whilst presenting a

i noble vision, there is little in the docu-
i ment to ensure the realisation of this

vision. The tone of the document is not
sharp or focused. It lacks clear well-
defined principles. This is the usual
debate between flexibility and control.
Much of the information is already
contained in the development plans of
the more progressive local authorities,

yet still estates are built which fall far

short of expectations.

Any new home that doesn’t meet the
standards of international best practice
must be regarded as a failure and it is
imperative that this opportunity to
guide development is not wasted. The
submission identifies a number of spe-
cific problems and proposes amend-
ments.

. WILD DUBLIN
. Exploring Nature in

the City

byEanna ni Lamhna.
Photographs by Anthony
Woods. Dublin. O’Brien Press.
May 2008. ISBN 978-1-84717-

i 012-5

Between the cracks in the pavement,
above the houses and buildings,
beneath the flowing rivers and canals,
amidst the bushes and trees, creatures
and creepy-crawlies go about their busi-
ness! Dublin is not only home to a mil-
lion humans, but is also residence for a
fascinating array of flora and fauna.
Minks in the Dodder, whales on the
coastline, newts in Dundrum, badgers
in Rathfarnham, bats in Raheny, otters

! in Ringsend - these are just some of

the magnificent wildlife you'll spot in
the capital.

Out of all the bird species recorded
in Ireland, half make their home in
Dublin, as do more than a third of our
wild plants. Most of our terrestrial wild
mammals, with just five or six excep-

i tions, have been recorded inside the
i M50. Divided into four chapters: fresh

water (rivers, canals and ponds), built-
up areas (birds, mammals and plants
that thrive in the city centre), parks
(public parks, private gardens, grave-
yards) and coastal (from Shankill to
Sutton), the book is packed full of
interesting facts on wildlife in the capi-
tal. Photographs, illustrations and
maps complement the text, written in
our An Taisce president’s familiar and

i much-loved voice. Renowned photog-
i rapher Anthony Woods has worked

with Irish and international maga-
zines. Known for his discerning eye
and ability to connect with his sub-
jects, he has established himself as a
well-respected artist.

This book comes highly recommend-
ed!
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THE TAILORS' HALL

At the heart of Dublin for over3oo years
The National Trust
for Ireland

The Great Hall

% i’-{_‘_’f

d

(<3

i
i

——
[

" -

. = .

I5th century fireplace in
Lower Hall

THE TAILORS’ HALL IS AVAILABLE to those who like stylish and elegant surroundings for their weddings or
other functions like; film and photo shoots, music recitals , private parties, launches etc.

Hire of the Hall for your event includes the front courtyard an ideal place for assembly, photographs etc., The build-
ing is equipped with a fitted kitchen, disabled access and bathroom,

The Great Hall has the elegance you expect from an early 18™ century building. The Lower Hall, with its
beamed ceiling and original stone walls, is ideal for entertainment of your choice.

We can advise you on how to put it all together and who supplies what to make your day complete.
For a reception with a difference, The Tailors’ Hall in Dublin is both beautiful and historic.

WEDDINGS — RECEPTIONS — DINNER DANCES — CONFERENCES — EXHIBITIONS — PRODUCT LAUNCHES
- FILM & PHOTO SHOOTS

Phone: +353.1.4541786
The Tailors’ Hall Fax: 5+353.1.4533255 Company Registration No.: 12469
Back Lane E-mail: info@antaisce.org Charity Reference No.: CHY 4741
Dublin 8 david@irishnationaltrust.org




